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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is responsive to the Amendment filed on November 16, 2005. The 
Applicant has canceled claims 1-10 and has added new claims 14-29; therefore, claims 
1 1-29 are pending. However, a new rejection is presented for the following reasons of 
record. 

Terminal Disclaimer 

1 . The terminal disclaimer filed on November 16, 2005 disclaiming the terminal 
portion of any patent granted on this application which would extend beyond the 
expiration date of any patent granted on Application No. 10/388,129 has been reviewed 
and is accepted. The terminal disclaimer has been recorded. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 1-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Simpkins et al., U.S. Pat. Application Pub. 2003/0235723 A1, in view of Kenchington et 
at., U.S. Pat. No. 6,626,650 B1. 

Rejection of claims 1 1-29 drawn to a fuel cell assembly. 

Simpkins et al., teach a fuel cell assembly comprising a fuel cell stack, a 
supporting structure, and a gas spring disposed with the assembly (abstract) between 
the stack and supporting structure (Fig. 3), the spring including a first and second 
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membranes (sect. 0033), means for sealing edges of the membranes to define a closed 
chamber for capture of gas (sect. 0033). It teaches a solid oxide fuel cell (sect. 0025- 
0027). 

Simpkins et al., do not teach a first and second valve means. 

Kenchington et al., teach a first (col. 8, lines 1-4) and second valve means (col. 
13, lines 6-14) for fluid displacement (col. 3, lines 15-21) which may be used in a fuel 
cell system (col. 6, lines 4-9), and a gas spring disposed with the assembly (col. 3, lines 
7-9). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to insert the teachings of Kenchington et al., into the teachings of 
Simpkins et al., because Kenchington et al., teach that the first and second valve means 
allow gas to be expelled only when a pressure differential is established, which would 
prevent a portion of gas from leaking in an opposite direction from the flow of gas. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 11-13 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Angela J. Martin whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1288. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00 am to 5:00 
pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Ryan can be reached on 571-272-1292. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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